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Simple awareness of 
purpose – given 
sentence included, 
although not in the 
correct place 

Evidence of conscious 
punctuation 

Simple structure feature 

One or two relevant 
ideas, simply linked 

Random paragraph 
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Simple vocabulary 

Simple range of 
sentence forms 

Simple vocabulary 

Content and organisation - Upper level 1: 5 marks 
Simple communication; simple awareness of purpose - given sentence 
included; ideas linked but not always logically; simple vocabulary/linguistic 
devices. 

Accuracy - level 1: 4 marks 
Some evidence of conscious punctuation - some more effective than others; 
simple range of sentence forms. 
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Attempts to match 
purpose 

Attempts a variety of 
sentence forms 

Attempts to use 
structural features 



GCSE English Language marked responses 

6 

Conscious use of 
vocabulary with some 
use of linguistic devices 

Some accurate spelling 
of more complex words 
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Sustained attempts to 
match purposes 

Content and Organisation - Upper Level 2: 11 marks 
Communicates with some success; sustained attempt to match purpose; 
conscious use of vocabulary with some use of linguistic devices; some use 
of paragraphs and discourse markers. 

Accuracy - Level 2: 6 marks 
Attempts a variety of sentence forms but punctuation not secure; some use 
of Standard English with some control of agreement. 
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Clear use of vocabulary 
for effect 

Appropriate use of 
linguistic devices 

Effective use of 
structural feature 

Variety of sentence 
forms for effect 
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Clear details to match 
descriptive purpose 

Generally accurate 
spelling 

Content and Organisation - Lower level 3: 15 marks 
Clear communication; generally matched to descriptive purpose; clearly 
chosen vocabulary and appropriate use of linguistic devices; coherent 
paragraphs with one particularly effective use of a structural feature. 

Accuracy - Level 3: 10 marks 
Variety of sentence forms for effect; sentence demarcation mostly secure 
and mostly accurate. 
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Sophisticated 
vocabulary and 
successful linguistic 
devices 
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Highly accurate spelling 

Conscious crafting 
 

Conscious crafting 
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Range of developed, 
complex ideas to 
engage 

Content and Organisation - Lower level 4: 20 marks 
Convincing communication; conscious crafting; range of developed, 
complex ideas to convincingly match descriptive purpose. 

Accuracy - Level 4: 14 marks 
Sentence demarcation consistently secure; extensive vocabulary with highly 
accurate spelling. 
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